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Self-Education
Self- education as a skill of knowledge acquisition has seen many people gain experience in different spheres of life. Individuals have thus learnt various practical skills without necessarily going through formal schooling (452). Malcolm X and Franklin in their autobiographical accounts learn by imitating written sources thus gaining more educational insight. Through self-education, both Malcolm and Franklin find it easy to use language better thereby expressing their concerns with people. As such, Franklin and Malcolm’s autobiographical accounts depict learning as a process that requires dedication and determination. Therefore, despite life challenges, determination is a clear way to acquire new skills, knowledge values, and attitudes towards achieving the set life goals and objectives. This paper will thus examine various points of contact in Franklin and Malcolm’s self- education accounts. For example, the imitation of written sources. Both Malcolm and Franklin learn by imitating the written sources. The other point of contact to be addressed is on the mentor figures. Both Franklin and Malcolm had mentor figures in their self-learning journey. Also, this paper will explore how intrinsic motivation or self-drive enables Malcolm and Franklin to acquire knowledge.
To begin with, both Franklin and Malcolm X learn through imitation of written sources. In his autobiographical account, Franklin imitates the Spectator to acquaint himself with excellent writing skills (453). With continuous and relentless efforts, Franklin attempts to draft a similar copy like the original copy of Spectator that he had read. Having been delighted with the excellent writings in Spectator, he takes some papers and attempts drafting sentences hinting the book's sentiments. In the process, he boosts his linguistic competency, both written and spoken thereby increasing his prose style. Similarly, Malcolm X learns by copying the dictionary entries. Malcolm literary copies the dictionary entries (456). He first starts by copying section A’s and proceeds to write millions of words from subsequent sections. In the process, he gets acquainted with the words, the words meanings, pronunciations, and the various word classes. Consequently, he improves his vocabulary and becomes eloquent in communicating with his colleagues. He finds it easy to express his thoughts and ideas. In that regard, Malcolm and Franklin’s imitation of written sources makes them acquire practical skills and become more eloquent in their communications. 
Secondly, both Malcolm X and Franklin express an intrinsic motivation in their quest for knowledge. Malcolm X, despite the tough conditions in prison, creates time to read several books. The self-drive propelled him to read in isolation despite the rehabilitation’s heavy emphasis. His interest in books defied all odds. He recounts how he could intensively read up to late in the night using the glow when the lights were out (457). Likewise, Franklin demonstrates an intrinsic motive for reading. In a retrospect, we get how as a young child, he valued reading books (452). Any amount Franklin got, he could use it to buy books. Further, he could sell the books he had gone through and buy new versions.  Also, Franklin could sacrifice any free time to go through such texts. As he recounts, he could read at night after work and wake up quite early for the same before going for work. This self- reading habit demonstrated Malcolm and Franklin’s ambitions in their quest for the acquisition of linguistic competency.
 The third point of comparison is that both Franklin and Malcolm X had a mentor. Franklin had a mentor figure in his self- reading journey. In his autobiographical, Franklin recalls his father advising him after spotting several errors in his letters. Franklin in his attempt to writing letters to his friend Collins (453), ended up making several grammatical mistakes that made his father sarcastically mock him. Subsequently, his farther could advise him to follow the correct rules in making grammatical sentences in his letters. The advice dawned on him which instilled more determination to endeavor and improve in his writings. Similarly, Malcolm X views Bimbi and Mr. Muhammad as great mentors. Bimbi was a mentor whom he knew in prison. Malcolm X says, “…Bimbi first made me feel envy of this stock of knowledge, Bimbi had always taken charge of any conversations he was in, and I had tried to emulate him” (455). He recalls Bimbi as an eloquent mate who always won most of his conversations. Also, Mr. Muhammad’s teachings prompted Malcolm to get engrossed in the books and acquire more information. Malcolm got interested in the historical lessons about whites and Negros. As a result, he got the urge to acquire more information on the subject just like his teacher, Mr. Muhammad. This urge to be like their mentors, Malcolm’s father and Muhammad, positively impacted Malcolm and Franklin’s desire for self- learning.
Malcolm and Franklin's motivational factors are contrasted. Malcolm X acquires his self-education as an inmate. The devastating conditions in the cells were not conducive to learning. Malcolm explains, “So, when ‘lights out’ came, I would sit on the floor where I could continue reading in that glow" (456). Also, he says that at every hour intervals, the night guards would pace past every room to confirm those violating the set rules. Therefore, immediately the guards passed, he could jump into bed and feign asleep and get back on the floor area of the light-glow to read for additional time. Malcolm's example is thus a clear indication of the demotivating environmental conditions that one may find himself or herself on in the quest for knowledge acquisition. On the other hand, Franklin learning environment was quite friendly. The home environment was a stimulating factor for knowledge acquisition. Besides, Franklin had the support of his father and brother. The calm and serene home environment enabled him to get adequate time to read and compose more poems. In that line, Malcolm gets an unfavorable environment in his quest for self-education that is contacted with Franklin's conducive learning environment.
In conclusion, the above points of contact expose the contrasting and similarities in Malcolm and Franklin's self-education accounts. The similarities, however, outweigh the contrasting ideas. In that regard, its ideal to affirm that self-learning should not have limits, everyone should, therefore, strive to acquire whatever they yearn for in life.












Works Cited
Franklin, Benjamin. The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin: 1706-1757. Vol. 1. Regnery Publishing, (2007): 452-454
Malcolm, X. The Autobiography of Malcolm X. Vol. 386. New York: Ballantine Books, (1964): 455-461
[bookmark: _GoBack]




